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Some of the supplies required for fabrication

• Leather gloves
• Nylon string
• Scissors
• Notepad
• Quality hardwood scraps 
• Variety of writing instruments
• Varying diameters of steel rods (wooden dowels will work as well)
• Retired bandsaw blades
• Ruler



Preparing the Retired Bandsaw Blade

Having access to a metal 
shop will make this process 
easier.  Beverly and Brake 
sheers are very convenient 
tools to have for this 
process.  More than likely 
there is a metal fabrication 
shop in your area.  I have 
found that they are willing to 
give you retired bandsaw 
blades and they sheer them 
at very little cost.

I first cut the loose ends off 
with a Beverly sheer.  Use a 
Brake sheer to cut the 
appropriate widths for 
making the blades.  I 
suggest trying out different 
widths until you find the one 
that works best for your 
intended use.

Use the Beverly sheer to cut the appropriate length.  I 
tend to cut them a little long to ensure enough stock.  
The excess can be cut off later.

Brake sheers are used to give you the correct width.  I 
prefer skinnier stock for trimming pots, as there is less 
resistance. 1/8” wide works great.



You can get many blades out of one width of larger blades.  Don’t 
let this stop you from using skinnier bandsaw blades, they work 
just as well.  Bandsaw blades are typically made of high carbon 
spring steel, which is perfect for this application.  

A belt sander will be 
used to create the 
edge of the trimming 
blade.  If you don’t 
have access to a belt 
sander intend for 
metal, just use a fine 
grit (180 or higher) 
on any belt sander 
used for 
woodworking.



Carefully grind each 
side of the blank stock 
to create the cutting 
edges. I have found 
that a 45% angle 
works pretty well.    

The world is your oyster! You can create 
any shape blade imaginable.  I have 
drawn some very useful designs for my 
practice. You can see the dimensions 
drawn here in the cross section. 



Use the nylon string to map out each point where the blade will be bent, making a mark on 
the string for each bend that will then be transferred to the prepared blade.  This will also give 
you your overall length for the blade. 



Determine which diameter rod 
will work best for each bend that 
is required.  For this tool, three 
different diameters are used. 
3/4” for the large end, 3/8” for 
the pointy end and 1/4” for the 
recurves that become the tang.

Bending the recurves first 
makes it easier to bring the full 
shape together.

Using the 1/4” radius, the 
recurves can be established.  
Use the transferred marks to 
establish the bending points.

Notice that there is no torch or 
heat required to bend the blade.  
I have found that heating the 
blade compromises the tension 
required to create a taut cutting 
tool.  



Continue bending mapped out points by switching out the appropriate diameter rod to render 
your new loop tool.  Once you have an established blade, move on to creating a handle.



Designing Handles

Cut your hardwood scraps down an 
appropriate size. This happens to be 
1/2”x1/2” stock.  Mark the center point and 
drill a hole deep enough to accept the tang 
and wide enough for the chosen width of 
your blade.  There should be at least one 
inch that is secured into the handle. 



Once you have finished shaping the handle, 
hand sand, working up to 200 grit sandpaper. 
I usually go up to 400 grit for final polishing. 
Do not oil at this time, wait until you have 
fastened the blade. 

Test fit the blade a second time and hold the 
handle to ensure a comfortable fit for your 
hand.

Supplies needed for fastening the blade.

• Two part epoxy
• Mason stain or oxide for customizing
• Broken golf tee
• Chopstick
• Scrap cardboard

Squeeze out epoxy in equal parts A to B.  Very 
little will be required.  If you choose to 
customize or color code your tool, use the 
broken golf tee to add a bit of mason stain or 
ceramic oxide to the epoxy.  Mix the epoxy 
according to manufacturers recommendations 
with a chopstick.  Once mixed thoroughly, use 
the pencil tip to partially fill the hole with epoxy.  
Insert blade and crown a pool of epoxy on the 
end of your handle and let cure. Once cured, 
oil the handle with tung or boiled linseed oil 
and start using your new loop tool!   



Gallery

 Here are just a few tools made by students; illustrating a few possible interpretations.
 Form left to right:  
• This loop tool is intended for carving and modeling clay.  The loop tool has a serrated blade 

for carving clay and the cherry wood handle is used as a shaping and modeling tool.
• This is variation on the carving and modeling tool.  Notice the serrated blade and spoon 

handle for modeling.  This happens to be a black walnut handle.
• Classic loop tool with squared off oak handle.
• Classic loop tool with a turned mahogany handle.




